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						The Congo Research Group’s newest report “Customs Exemptions in the DRC: Who Gains What the Treasury Loses?” shows that losses due to customs exemptions, which are often without justification, are much greater than was previously known. This research also describes the concrete cases of certain companies that benefit from them.
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                    Thumbnail of publication. Photo Credit: le siège de la DGDA à Kinshasa, le 11 janvier 2022.
                

This latest report shows that customs exemptions have caused a loss of revenue of at least $6.3 billion to state coffers during the period covered by our research. The mining sector, considered the engine of the Congolese economy, is the largest beneficiary of the exemptions. Customs exemptions for mining companies alone amounted to $2.8 billion between 2011 and 2020. Also revealed is a non-exhaustive list of beneficiaries of the exemptions, excluding mining companies. Each of them represents a loss of revenue for the public treasury of at least one billion Congolese francs in revenue between 2014 and 2018, or about US$500,000. These are essentially companies that belong in whole or in part to public authorities, or even to political figures or people close to former President Joseph Kabila. This is the case, for example, of the Société textile de Kisangani (Sotexki), the Entreprise générale d’alimentation et de logistique (Egal) and Ferme Espoir.

Finally, the report shows how tax exemptions granted to humanitarian organizations or diplomatic missions have also been a source of profit and abuse. Some of these exemptions have been used for favoritism and bribery. In general, the exemptions granted raise many questions because of the lack of transparency. The Ministry of Finance should make public the justifications for each recipient company and should conduct audits to prevent abuse. The exemptions most likely to be abused, such as exceptional exemptions and those justified by strategic partnership in the value chain, should be eliminated.

Read the full paper: Customs Exemptions in the DRC: Who Gains What the Treasury Loses (French-only)
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								Publication: Policy Brief
																	August 24, 2022
																		Congo Research Group

															
						
					
				

				
					
						
							
								Perception of women in politics: Are the Congolese ready to elect a female president of the Republic?							
						

													In this new analysis, the Congo Research Group and Ebuteli, its research partner in the DRC, along with the Bureau d’études, de recherche et de consulting international (BERCI) reveals three major lessons about women in the Congolese political arena based on a survey conducted between April and May 2022.
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								Publication: Report
																	October 18, 2022
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								Elections in the era of Tshisekedi: A bad start?							
						

													With 14 months to go before the next elections, the electoral calendar is still pending. In the meantime, distrust of the leadership of the Independent National Electoral Commission (Ceni) remains. And the controversial reappointments of members of the Constitutional Court, the last lock in the electoral process, further reinforce the lack of trust. This report from the Congo Research Group (CRG) and Ebuteli, its research partner in the DRC, takes stock of the preparations for the elections scheduled to take place by the end of 2023.
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